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General information:   

The Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) became autonomous and self-governing on May 10, 1979 and 

an independent sovereign nation on November 03, 1986. It was admitted to the United Nations on 

September 17, 1991. Formerly it had been a part of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands (TTPI).  

Although its total land mass is only 270 square miles, it is spread across more than one million square 

miles of the Western Pacific Ocean, (Fig.1). The FSM consists of four major island states (listed from 

west to east):  Yap, Chuuk, Pohnpei, and Kosrae, and includes over 607 islands. Located just above the 

equator about 2,500 miles southwest of Hawaiôi, about 1,800 miles north of eastern Australia and about 

1,500 miles east of the Philippines. Its 2010 estimated total population was approximately 102,843 

people, an overall decreased of about 0.4%  since 2000.  The populations of the states vary widely: 

Kosrae 6,616; Yap 11,377; Pohnpei 36,196; and Chuuk 48,654. (source: Office of FSM SBOC, 2010 census of population 

and housing ).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Figure 1.  Map of the Federated States of Micronesia 

Government and Judiciary:  

The FSM Constitution provides for three separate branches of the government - Executive, Legislative 

and Judiciary. It contains a Declaration of Rights, specifying basic standards of human rights consistent 

with international norms. It also contains a provision recognizing traditional rights. The State 

Governments  under their Constitutions are structurally similar to the national government 

 

The Executive Branch is headed by a President and Vice President who are appointed by Congress from 

amongst  the four-year term senators. The Legislative Branch /Congress of the FSM is unicameral, with 

fourteen Senators, one from each state elected for a four-year term, and ten who serve two-year terms, 

whose seats are apportioned by population.  

 

The Judicial Branch of the Federated States of Micronesia was created by Article XI of the FSM 

Constitution. The Constitution designates that the court consist of a chief justice, no more than five 

associate justices and two divisions: a trial division and an appellate division.  Each justice serves in both 

divisions, and so long as a justice has not acted in a judicial capacity in a trial division matter, any of the 

court's justices may participate in cases brought before the appellate division. Currently there are 4 

justices on the bench; Chief Justice and 3 Associate Justices. The trial division is regulated by Section 6 

of Article XI of the Constitution.  It is a court of limited jurisdiction; hearing matters affecting officials of  

 

 
 

 
   

Introduction  

http://www.fsmlaw.org/yap/index.htm
http://www.fsmlaw.org/chuuk/index.htm
http://www.fsmlaw.org/pohnpei/index.htm
http://www.fsmlaw.org/kosrae/index.htm
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foreign governments, disputes between states, admiralty or maritime cases, and cases in which the                         
national government is a party except where an interest in land is at issue. The trial division also has      

jurisdiction to hear cases arising under the FSM Constitution; national law or treaties; and in disputes   

between a state and a citizen of another state, between citizens of different states, and between a state or a 

citizen thereof, and a foreign state, citizen, or subject. 
 

The appellate division is the highest court in the FSM and the court of last resort. It is regulated by      

Section 7 of Article XI of the FSM Constitution. It may hear and review matters litigated in its trial      

division, and Kosrae State or local courts.  Matters litigated in Pohnpei, Chuuk or Yap States and local 

courts may be reviewed by the appellate division if they require interpretation of the national constitution, 

national law, or a treaty. 
 

FSM Judiciary was inaugurated on July 12, 1981. Since inception, the Judiciary has been under the     

leadership of  three chief justices. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission: 

The mission of the Supreme Court of the Federated States of  Micronesia is to serve the people through 

timely and fair administration of justice for all, by discharging its judicial  duties and responsibilities in 

accordance with the Constitution, laws, and customs and traditions of our unique Pacific-Island Nation. 

 

The Vision: 

The FSM Supreme Court will conduct itself as an independent, fair, impartial, and properly managed     

co-equal branch of the FSM National Government in rendering justice to all.  

 

The Values: 

These ten core values represent the FSM Supreme Courtôs organizational ideals and desired standards of 

behavior for its employees.   

Accessibility 

Certainty 

Competence 

Equality before the Law 

Fairness 

 Impartiality 

Independence of Decision Making 

Integrity 

Timeliness 

Transparency 

Courtôs Mission, Vision  and Values   
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 Past and Present  Chief Justices 

Chief Justice  

Honorable Andon L. Amaraich 

1992 to 2010 

Chief Justice  

Honorable Edward C. King 

1981 to 1992 

Chief Justice  

Honorable Martin G. Yinug 

2010 to Present 
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  Associate Justices of the FSM Supreme Court 
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���•�ž�Œ�Š�•�’�˜�—�ñ�1University of Hawaii         
      Richardson School of Law, Hawaii  State                                                                 
      Juris Doctor -1986 
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Education: Gonzaga University          
    School of Law, Washington  State
    Juris Doctor-1990 
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Education: University of Papua      
   New Guinea, (PNG),  
   Bachelor of Laws-1987 
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