
 
November 4, 2025 

 

Pacific Judicial Council and American College of Trial Lawyers 

Convene in Pohnpei for Landmark Trial Practice Training 
 

Kolonia, Pohnpei — The Pacific Judicial Council (PJC), in partnership with 

the American College of Trial Lawyers (ACTL), proudly announces the 

commencement of its 2025 Trial Practice Training, to be held November 4–7 at 

the PMA Auditorium in Kolonia, Pohnpei, FSM. This prestigious event brings 

together distinguished jurists, legal scholars, and practitioners from across 

Micronesia and the United States for four days of intensive continuing legal 

education (CLE), professional development, and cross-jurisdictional 

collaboration. 

The program features 24 CLE credits, including 1.5 ethics credits, and is 

designed to strengthen trial advocacy, judicial reasoning, and courtroom 

management across the Pacific region. Day One will be opened by Master of 

Ceremonies and Conference Co-Chair, The Honorable F. Philip Carbullido, 

Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of Guam. Opening remarks will be 

delivered by The Honorable Robert J. Torres, Chief Justice of the Supreme 

Court of Guam and President of the PJC, alongside welcoming remarks from 

The Honorable Aren B. Palik, Vice President of the Federated States of 

Micronesia. 



Key sessions include: 

 Artificial Intelligence and Real Practice with Attorney Claire J. 

Rauscher 

 Complex Litigation and Early Case Management with Attorney 

Mickey Pohl 

 Constitutional Interpretation and Law Updates with Attorneys Harold 

J. McElhinny and Cynthia Day Grimes 

 Discovery and Motion Practice Using AI led by Hon. Christine P. 

O’Hearn 

 Criminal and Juvenile Justice Reform, Expert Witness Preparation, 

and Persuasion in Family Law with leading trial attorneys from across 

the U.S. 

The program culminates with an ethics session titled Zealous Advocacy vs. 

Civility, engaging participants in small-group discussions on real-world 

hypotheticals, followed by a session on procedural fairness and pro se litigants. 

This training underscores the Pacific Judicial Council’s commitment to judicial 

excellence, regional unity, and the advancement of fair and effective trial 

practices. The event is made possible through the generous support and 

expertise of the American College of Trial Lawyers. 

For more information and access to program materials, visit the official Cvent 

site: https://cvent.me/RvlXBQ 
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